


PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM 

This form is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a 
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of Pennsylvania. 
Send documentation to: 

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 
613 Howard Ave. 
West Chester, PA 19380 
n ickpu lcine lla@verizon.net 

******************************************************************************************************************************** 

SPECIES (common and scientific name) /:3/4c/- /) ecLcl~i Gu// ( /_a,r,,,5 r ,c/ i l:,..,r,Jv'f,) 
Subspecies (if known) __________________________________ _ 

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS ---LI __ SEX(ES) U/7/c h o;,.rn 

AGE(S) AND PLUMAGE(S) (e.g. immature; adult in breeding plumage; year for gulls; basic or alternate if you prefer 
thos~erms;stateofmoltifapplicable): 7/215 PL,#e~recl-to .I,-,,, a.,-, v1.d(..////,,., ,,!,re-r:clihg 
,/0 v,,,,_.,y<, 
DATE OF OBSERVATION ciJ 6 /:>'?a ,c ,1 ,/cl:)'TIME /;;; .' ~ ~ r-J, /h , 

I 

LOCATION (city, borough, township) /??ctr Y5 t-'///e 1 ~/9, . 
EXACT SITE (e.g. name of park, lake, road) /14r//i' /Y)'1£//2 5"#e.e,i "'I. --I de~c/ -end, 
OBSERVER REPORTING: ,----:----. ::z-_ / 

Name '/-b/>? &/4 ..L/,, /'/ 5--1 e, 
Addre~ 7?/ tz.,,•///4w ,,,L P<nC 
City 6-P../-? . State~ ZIP /7-:5ol? 
e-mail (optional) qok/t""Aqlc: -C::tf:9ya.Aoo, Ccr~ phone (optional) 

c/ ✓ ---------

O THE R OBSERVERS (only those who saw and identified the bird with you): 
/) v.,,, -e 

HABITAT (e.g. mowed field, woodland edge, any other details) 5w- ,-~; Iv ,,,,..,,., c.rv 1),q C: 7V'er, 
.....- 0 

DISTANCE TO BIRD CS¥rOXt/h .,., le/;-/ ~ /7"'1 ,- le 

VIEWING_ CONOI_TIONS (s~ weather, position of sun relative to you) £~ t:.,,/ 4-5 • ,ea./' I ty 
ct_../- ./A,q/- rJ /h jp,,,-,7 e' / "'- 4r, ""c .. .s ?5°'- Ca O /='". v ,, ,,.. c,' s cvre / ;!/e:v,, 

OPTICAL EQU 1PM ENT U SEO -~--=-u-""5_;_·4_!..:,,..~'_:_a_;_~ __ /_;_J:__-__;1/__:_5-"'y----"'4,.,r.~=-=~--;L'~1/,--'. /'-''c_:,-1,,;,.9'-' _~_c_. -,&;,c,_r"_t'::__::. _____ _ 

DESCRIPTION (Include as much detail as you observed - size relative to other species present; "jizz"= e.g. posture, 
body shape, and proportions; colors an patterns, of pluma e; bill, eye and le haracte,:isti ant to 

t~ individual): +· -'-''-5----,~-c-=='--r'---;_::_::..:c.-;.-:~-=--=,.-~'--~'--:..:.:.L!-!:C-!---j-,---,---,--'-:~.c._;~rr--"--'---"'--
6-'t;-//s, ,6,, -/ 
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(Please use an additional page if necessary.) 



-ot:"e>s · a 1'n. Ce,J/;11· ✓oc:v /-f- wo c,. ~/ 
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VOCALIZATIONS / , 
-r- /7 ~ v·~ r- /J .f'> ,t n:;/ I-✓ 

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY: 
Photograph __ Video recording __ Audio recording __ Drawing _k_ 
Photographerlr!g>rder/ill~st,rator:_,_ _ 1 

Name '/~,n,-t!'/4 -:;?)_ ?'4/:5"/<-t"r 
Address 7c" / tf., ///d i:v ..Z.::i n e 
City e,··.1. /? State ,,-:::,,,9. ZIP /7 -5 ;;:i '.L 
e-mail (optional) /;_. __ t-;t:J@ a.Ji~, phone (optional) ______ _ 

Please include a copy of e photograph or recording with your report, and accompany it with a complete written 
documentation if the identification is obvious to you. If you made a drawing. please include it. 

IF THIS IS A DEAD BIRD: 

General condition----------------------------------
If collected (by permit), location and number of specimen if known _______________ _ 

SEP iminated others) rA -:)/-U a ricl -~C'i lczk 

t:-t 'r "'--i-_:_..c...:...._;;.__:...;,.--=-:._;__;;,.::;._;__:..__..:.=.....,..::~=...::::..::.-+--<--1<'--''----==,.:........__.:.___.:;"""----'-.-'--''---',;i'-+---'....C...,,.--::.:...;;,,..:..<,~=L-J'--,-~=--""-'-=-';,i!<=-==~ 

(Please use an additional page if necessary) 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE !'ITH THIS AN~/PR Slftlll~R SPECIES'/ , 1 / 1 ,.,_ ,, /2 / L. 
::::r /2.apy, /?~J.~r -,~e,, ,L;-:r//-e G,-v//,,, ,:::Ch~ -/~1--::, O/.J'Yt!!rl/7,<,•"T7t',"\. doP ;Y✓aU:/C-

e~-- . I 4./11(_ /?"i ... ~Mv--e- ~e¼P-1 :>o,n..,(Jff- ar ·~ ' /;,,,,es, + 
/2P: ve a e:> 5~u:-, "t "y ,>:_9 -v I rs, . 

ARE YOU POSITIVE OF YOU,,R IDENTIFICATION ? (why or why not) Qb.50!.v --fe ( 
ea.,.. /,'e:/' -:> 1-z.R. t::t.,,,cl /Yl..irk1h we.;-, -n ,:,-/ /' 1 -,---~--,.· -/-....,1-.... ,.,,,._ff..,...,.,.-c---c---,,.--~--"---r--r-'--
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Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 

Observer: Jerry Mc Williams 

Location: Marysville, Perry County, PA 

Date: March 16, 2008 

Time: about 3: 15 PM 

Weather: Mostly cloudy, temp. about 50 F 

Optics: 10 X 40 Zeiss Binocular and brief looks through another birders scope. 

Details: I was visiting Dan Bogar in Marysville when he received a call about a Black­
headed Gull that had been found just down the street from his house. Dan, his friend, and 
I drove down to the site where the bird had been reported. I scanned the river with my 
binocular as Dan scoped the river with his scope. I immediately spotted the possible 
adult Black-headed Gull sitting on the river drifting downstream perhaps 300 to 400 
yards from us. I got Dan to get his scope on the bird and he agreed that it was the bird. 
He could see the dark red bill. After he and his friend had satisfying looks, Dan let me 
have a look and I could see the following field marks. It would occasionally drift passed 
a Ring-billed Gull and at that time you could see that it was smaller. The Black-headed 
had a partial dark hood that did not extend below the back of the head onto the nape. The 
hood extended around the face, but the forehead and forecrown were white. The bill 
seemed long and seemed to bulge slightly at the gony. The tip of the bill looked black, 
but the remainder was dark red. The red in the bill could only be seen well when it 
turned its head so that the light was right. The mantle was pale grey and seemed to match 
the tone in gray to the nearby Ring-billed Gulls. The neck and breast were all white. The 
folded primaries extended past the tail and were black. After a short time the bird took 
off and flew upstream passing right in front of us, but still quite a distance out on the 
river. I could clearly see the diagnostic black underside of the primaries with just the 
outer one or two primaries showing white. The rest of the underwings were gray 
becoming paler near the body. The underside of its body,tail, and around the neck were 
unmarked white. The upperside of the wings showed the narrow white wedge on the 
outer primaries as well as the thin black trailing edge to the outer primaries that is also 
the pattern in the upper primaries of adult Bonaparte's Gulls. The tail was all white and 
the rest of the upperside of the gull was pale gray. 

I took several photos of the Black-headed Gull while it was in flight. Even though the 
shots are distant, the dark underside of the outer primaries are distinctive. 

I have seen many Black-headed Gulls in England and a few at Presque Isle State Park. 

Jerry Mc Williams 



Record No: 340-01-2008 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 

Date of Sighting: 16 March 2008 to 26 March 2008 
County : DAUPHIN 
Location : MARYSVILLE 
Observer(s): Ramsey Koury, Cameron Rutt, m.obs 

Date of Submission: 2008 
Submitted by: Jerry Mc Williams 

Written Description: Yes Photo: Yes Specimen: No Recording: No 

Member Class I Class II Class III Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 

R. Wiltraut K 
A. Guarente )( 

T. Johnson -1... 
B. Coulter X 
E. Witmer )( 

J. Heller x 
G. Malosh X 
TOTALS 7-
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Comments: 7/o 

~ - - ~ 

Signature (Secretary~ U ~ Date: &'J:J/(JI ----/ {/ "V - -




